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F i r s t  Presbyter ian News
Pastor’s Column 

The Lagging Lure of Freebies

I’m writing this the day after our 
Laurie’s Kitchen event. For any who 
may not know what that was, we 
offered free chicken, potato salad and 
hummingbird cake to the community 
— along with other items donated by 
those attending. Forty people enjoyed 
Laurie Rische’s cooking, which is the 
typical number for our former Stone 
Soup Kitchen events.  

That got me thinking about 
another free giveaway we sponsored 
one year. On a hot August day, our 
Membership, Growth & Outreach 
Committee offered free ice cream 
cones to anyone who happened to 
pass our church. It seemed like a 
perfect idea to beat the heat and offer 
a treat. And, as always, there were no 
strings attached to the gift. But we 
practically had to mug people to get 
them to take a free cone.  

I can understand where that 
reluctance is coming from. Our 
culture has taught us all that there is 
no such thing as a free lunch; there 
are always strings attached. After all, 
nearly every day I get emails telling 
me that I’ve won some prize for a 
contest I never entered or that I am 
the beneficiary of  an estate for some 
foreign dignitary who is impressed 
with my work or…There’s no need to 
belabor the point since anyone who 
has spent any length of  time online 
has heard of  phishing — scams that 

attempt to trick people into giving a 
stranger personal information that 
can be used for nefarious goals like 
identity theft.  

On the other hand, as Christians 
we have been given the greatest free 
gift of  all — the gift of  God’s grace 
and the opportunity for a life lived 
eternally with God. There are no 
strings attached to that gift. Well, 
unless you consider the 
commandment to share that gift with 
the whole world to be a “string.”  

But how do we do that effectively 
when we’re faced with a culture that 
has so much experience in being 
suspicious of  anything being offered 
to free?  

Adding to the hurdles we face in 
sharing our faith is the fact that the 
loudest voices in contemporary 
Christianity are those of  people 
passing judgment in condemnatory 
manners. Surely there are things in 
our culture worthy of  condemnation, 
but not as many as those blasted by 
the modern cartoonish stereotype 
Christian. And surely that tone would 
rarely work — if  ever.  

It seems to me that the greatest 
way around that roadblock of  
suspicion is for our lives to be lived in 
a manner that matches our words 
about the abundant life available 
through Jesus and through an indes-
criminant sharing of  God’s love. 
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News of the Family
Dan Harms and Emily Painter 

were in the cast of  “Around the 
World in 80 Days” and Cathy Harms 
served as the production’s assistant 
director. In those capacities, they all 
appeared in two Gazette articles and 
various photos prior to the show.  

The most recent newsletter of  
the Galena-Jo Daviess Historical 
Society listed  donors, which included 
Dan and Cathy Harms, Myra 
Linton, Gregg and Emily Painter and 
Ron and Kathy Pearson.  

Paula and Bob Singleton 
appeared in a Gazette photo taken 
when they participated in an adopt-a-
highway clean-up project with the 
Lion Club.  

Jerry Howard was mentioned in 
an article for encouraging the Great 
American Popcorn Company to 
donate a portion of  their sales to the 
local American Legion.  

Darlene Farrey had a pair of  
Letters to the Editor published in the 
Gazette concerning the proposed 
Parker development.  

The “From the Pages of  the 
Galena Gazette” column noted that 
25 years ago (May 7, 1997) Rachel 
Lenstra was one of  the three top 
spellers in the fourth grade spelling 
bee.  

Cathy Harms appeared in a 
reader’s theater production of  a 
comedy entitled “Romance in D” at 
the Center for the Arts. That group’s 
recent newsletter listed a public thank 
you for a number of  people, includ-
ing Jean Dregne, Dan Harms and 
Emily Painter. Cathy also appeared 
in a front page photo and an internal 
article for “Romance in D.”   

Former member Betsy Stroup 
was part of  a “Gazette Throwback” 
photo from February 11, 1987 
showing members of  the Cub Scout 

Committee. Betsy was also a member 
of  the Pastor Nominating Committee 
that brought Rev. McCrea to First 
Presbyterian Church five years later.  

In Memoriam
Lola Gartner, a long-time 

member of  this church who moved to 
a retirement center in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan seven years ago, died May 
4. She and her late husband Gus, 
joined First Pres. in October 1988 
and were deeply involved in the 
ministries of  this congregation.  

Lola didn’t hold elective office in 
our church, but was involved in 
various committees, particularly the 
former Fellowship Committee (now 
part of  Church Life). The family held 
a private graveside service at 
Greenwood Cemetery in May, but is 
inviting the congregation to an open 
celebration of  life in the church on 
Saturday, August 6. 

Upcoming Events in June
CARP Luncheon 

The Christian Association of  Retired Persons (CARP) will hold their luncheon 
on Wednesday, June 1 at a location that is yet to be determined. 

Guest Preacher 
The pastor and his family will be on vacation on Sunday, June 5. The Rev. 

Patricia Allen-Stewart, retired pastor of  the Galena United Methodist Church, will 
fill the pulpit that day.  

Blackhawk Presbytery 
Blackhawk Presbytery will meet — virtually via Zoom and in person at Oswego 

Presbyterian Church (1976 Illinois Route 25, Oswego, IL 60543), starting at 9:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, June 14th.  

Magic Show at Galena-Stauss Nursing Home 
The pastor will perform a magic show for the residents of  the Galena-Stauss 

Nursing Home at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 26th. He will follow that with a worship 
service at 3 p.m.  

Pastor’s Half  Day Vacations 
The pastor has been asked to teach magic classes to third and fourth grade 

children as part of  the UD Kids program at the University of  Dubuque June 27th 
through July 1st. So he will take a half  day vacation in the afternoon each day 
Monday through Friday of  that week in order to lead those classes.  

June Lectionary
6/5:	 Acts 2:1-21 or  
 Genesis 11:1-9 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 Romans 8:14-17 
 John 14:8-17, (25-27) 
6/12:	 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 Psalm 8 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 John 16:12-15 
8/19:	 1 Kings 19:1–4 [5–7] 8–

15a  
	 Psalm 42 and 43 
	 Galatians 3:23–29  
	 Luke 8:26–39 
8/26:	 2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14 
	 Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20 
	 Galatians 5:1, 13–25  
	 Luke 9:51–62 
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Thank you Letters
Dear Clerk of  Session, 

Happy Easter! Christ is Risen! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

On behalf  of  Presbyterian 
Mission thank you for your 
congregation's commitment to the 
ministry of  Jesus Christ through the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Your gift makes a difference in 
the lives of  people here in the United 
States and abroad in over 70 different 
countries. We are encouraged by 
God’s faithfulness, signaled by the 
recent support we have received from 
you. Because of  you, the world is 
waking up to new possibilities in Jesus 
Christ. 

The generosity of  your 
congregation has provided the 
following support:  On March 9, 
2022, we received $550.00 for 
CJ999999 Christmas Joy Offering; 
on March 9, 2022, we received 
$165.83 for PG999999 Peace & 
Global Witness Offering. 

Thank you for your commitment 
and partnership in furthering God’s 
mission around the world. Please let 
me know how I can support your 
efforts. 

Yours in Christ,  
Rev. Chris Roseland 
Mission Engagement Advisor 
Office of  Mission Engagement 

and Support 
(502) 439-4930 
chris.roseland@pcusa.org 

How vital is 
communication?

How vital is being on the same 
wavelength? How vital is 
understanding each other? Here’s 
how vital:   

A “snowbird” from the North 
wanted a week’s vacation at a Florida 

campground, but was concerned 
about the accommodations. 
Uppermost in her mind were the 
toilet facilities, but she was too proper 
to write “toilet” so she abbreviated 
“bathroom commode” to “BC” and 
asked in her letter if  the campground 
had its own “BC.” 

The campground owner was 
baffled by this euphemism, so he 
showed it around, but nobody knew 
what it meant. Finally, someone said, 
“Oh, that’s simple. ‘BC’ means 
‘Baptist Church.’ She’s asking 
whether the campground has its own 
Baptist Church.” So the owner sat 
down and wrote: 

Dear Madam, 
I’m sorry about the delay in 

answering your letter, but I am 
pleased to inform you that a BC is 
located just nine miles north of  the 
campground and is capable of  
seating 250 people at one time. I 
admit it is quite a distance away if  
you are in the habit of  going 
regularly, but no doubt you will be 
pleased to know that a great number 
of  people take their lunches along 
and make a day of  it. They usually 
arrive early and stay late. 

The last time my wife and I went 
was six years ago, and it was so 
crowded we had to stand up the 
whole time we were there. It may 
interest you to know that there is a 
supper planned to raise money to buy 
more seats. They’re going to hold it 
in the basement of  the BC. 

I would like to say that it pains 
me greatly not to be able to go more 
regularly, but it is surely no lack of  
desire on my part. As we grow older, 
it seems to be more of  an effort, 
especially in cold weather. If  you 
decide to come to our campground, 
perhaps I could go with you the first 
time, sit with you and introduce you 
to all the folks. Remember, this is a 
friendly community. 

Homiletics Magazine 

Pub Theology
On June 10, 2015, we held our 

tentative first meeting of  Pub 
Theology, not knowing if  anyone 
would be interested in attending since 
we’d never done anything like that 
before. We committed to holding 
meetings for one month, regardless 
of  attendance, hoping to continue 
beyond that. Seven years later, we’re 
still going strong.  

We first advertised it this way:  
“Where can you go to have an open, 
honest and non-judgmental dialogue 
about religious or spiritual matters 
these days? Where can you go to find 
people of  any faith or no faith at all 
who are encouraged to talk together 
and learn from one another with no 
hidden agendas?” That’s still true, 
although we no longer regularly meet 
in person; most meetings are now on 
Zoom. The exception will be June 
15th when we will celebrate the 
anniversary by meeting in person at a 
location to be announced. 
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2022 First Quarter 
Matthew 25 Report

The Presbytery Matthew 25 
Task Force continues to meet 
monthly. Susan Krause is Moderator 
this year and Nan Colin serves as 
scribe.  

The Presbytery has fifteen 
Matthew 25 congregations with 
various levels of  participation. The 
Task Force evaluated those attending 
the monthly Task Force Meetings and 
the effectiveness of  the Roundtable 
discussion groups that occurred twice 
monthly in 2021.  

The Task Force invited the 15 
Matthew 25 congregations to attend 
a Zoom meeting in mid-February 
with suggestions on how to assist 
congregations and improve 
communication with the Task Force. 
The Roundtable discussions have 
been suspended until a plan has been 
implemented to improve 
participation and value to the 
congregations.  

As of  April, the roundtables have 
not resumed. Nan Colin was 
facilitator for the February 15th Zoom 
meeting with 6 congregations; Pastor 
McCrea represented First 
Presbyterian church. Six of  the 
congregations did not participate in 
the Zoom meeting, so each of  those 
congregations were contacted by a 
Task Force member to help as they 
wish. 

Two grants were written for the 
churches in Sterling and Morrison, 
the grants were approved for $1,000 
for discussions on racism using 
materials from the Illinois Christians 
Encountering Racism (ICER). 

A Bread for the World 
representative did a presentation at 
the February 8th Presbytery meeting 
on their successful efforts to promote 

legislative efforts toward eliminating 
hunger. Several congregations have 
used their materials for members to 
write letters to elected officials toward 
hunger relief. 

Third Presbyterian in Rockford 
provided a one-hour video 
“'TRAPPED:  Cash Bail in America” 
that has a scripturally-based 
discussion guide.  

New legislation on cash bail in 
Illinois takes effect in 2023. The 
video is available for churches to 
borrow. 

The Task Force had an 
information table available at the 
April 5th Presbytery meeting. 

The Task Force did a 
presentation April 5th on the RIP 
Medical Debt campaign with a goal 
of  $15,000 to help those with 
medical debt. Since Galena already 
did a campaign in December, we are 
not participating in this Spring 
initiative through Presbytery. 

Summary:  Our church will 
continue to participate in the Task 
Force as it has proved to be a 
learning opportunity regarding the 
Matthew 25. 

Nan Colin for the Mission & 
Stewardship Committee and the 
Blackhawk Presbytery Matthew 25 
Partnership 

2022 Road Rally 
Survey Results
Only in church could 
An event held just twice 
Be considered tradition 
Immutable as ice 
Unswayed by the weather 
Or cultural shifts 
It must be obeyed or 
It might cause some rifts 
But the passage of  time 
Will bring changes to all 
The strongest of  habits 
May be liable to fall 
Even twenty-five years 
Of  poetic miscues 
Can be brought to the ground 
When pandemics still cruise 
The survey has shown 
That the interest is there 
But commitment to come 
Has proved to be rare 
So we’ll bypass the Rally 
And move on with the year 
Perhaps in the future 
Its return will be clear 
Without a crystal ball 
That’s hard to be known 
But surely bad taste 
In poetry has grown 
So our members will choose  
To suffer encore 
And lure of  the unknown 
Will shimmer once more 
Then our folks will set out 
For hidden sites as before 
’Til then you’ll just have  
This rhyme to deplore 

http://www.firstpresgalena.org


TELEPHONE:  815-777-0229                          WEBSITE:  www.firstpresgalena.org             INSTAGRAM:  GALENAFIRSTPRESBYTERIANCHURCH

Extended Description 
of the Seven Marks of 
Vital Congregations 

The First Mark:  Lifelong Discipleship 
Formation vs. complacent “Christian” piety, 
simply teaching good morals, or offering the 
latest programs.  

Lifelong Discipleship Formation 
is about daily life. It’s about how we 
claim and proclaim our identity as 
followers of  Christ. it’s about how we 
practice our faith; how we grow in 
faith, cherish faith, and share faith in 
the world. Beyond mere words, how 
do people know we are disciples of  
Jesus Christ? No matter the age, it’s 
about daily seeking and living in 
relationship with the living God. We 
are called to be righteous, to seek 
justice, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God. Thus, Lifelong 
Discipleship Formation is about how 
we live into that right relationship 
with God, with all God’s people, and 
all of  creation. It’s about growing in 
the community of  God’s grace, the 
church, and interpreting faith in our 
everyday life; confronting brokenness 
and sinfulness when we fall short of  
the glory of  God and shining a bold 
light of  Christ for all to see. Lifelong 
Discipleship Formation requires an 
awakened and engaged commitment 
to God, and to all people whom 
Christ loves. It is about the call to 
daily take up our cross and follow 
Christ. 

A. Biblical references: 
Acts 2:42-47; Luke 8:11-18; 

Philippians 3:9b; Romans 8:1-17; 
Matthew 5:1-16; Deuteronomy 
11:13-21 

B. Objectives: 
• An intentional plan for 

discipleship formation of  all ages; 
from the cradle to the grave 
theology (including, but not limited 

to, family systems and 
intergenerational discipleship 
where applicable). 

• A regular practice of  Bible 
Study, prayer, and other spiritual 
habits, inside and outside where we 
gather 

• Church teaches rituals and 
faith traditions, biblical literacy and 
spiritual practices to all members. 

• Church equips and empowers 
all people to interpret faith in daily 
life. It engages in, not hides from, 
difficult conversations of  society 
and cultures today. (i.e., sexism, 
racism, classism, ageism, and all 
other “isms” that divide). 

• Fostered environments of  
diversity which help enhance and 
deeply enrich Biblical study, 
worship, and communal life. 

C. Potential Outcomes: 
• People learn to think critically 

and interpret Scripture in their 
daily lives. They have the biblical 
literacy and the faith language to 
engage in necessary conversations. 

• They practice a living 
relationship, to a living God, 
responding to the call to follow as 
true disciples of  Jesus Christ. 

• Move beyond committee 
meetings and program attendance, 
and identity in Christ becomes 
central to life. 

• Genuine sense of  joy, energy, 
commitment and passion to being 
the community of  God. 

• People “outside the church” 
glean a new understanding of  what 
it is to follow Christ and be church. 

• The church begins to 
transcend culture and be about 
God’s work of  reconciliation, love, 
and peace. 

D. Reflection Questions: 
• Does Christian formation in 

your church lead people to change 
the way they live? (i.e. schedule 
time, spend money, give resources, 
see different people, serve, spend 
time with family, have 
conversations with friends) 

• Are people of  all ages being 
challenged in assumptions, growing 
in understanding, and learning the 
language of  faith? 

• Does the study of  scripture 
influence the mission and ministry 
of  your church? 

• Are faithful habits being 
translated to daily living? 

• Does the Word of  God 
permeate all aspects of  life 
together? Name some examples. 

• Do all people feel welcome to 
share their voice, opinion, story 
without judgement or fear? 

• What difficult conversations of  
faith and culture does your 
congregation need to have 
together? Whose voices are missing 
from the conversation to take 
place? 

• As a disciple, what 
uncomfortable things do you need 
to let go of  truths do you need to 
be aware of, places you are afraid 
to follow, things you are afraid God 
might call you to do? (i.e. injustice, 
oppression, hatred, evils, suffering, 
inequalities to confront), 

• How can faithful discipleship 
become our daily identity instead 
of  just religious piety? How do 
others know we are disciples of  
Jesus Christ? 
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Bangladesh: 
Christians 
Determined to 
Worship Despite 
Attacks by Militant 
Buddhists

After gathering for worship in a 
small hut for more than a decade, 
more than 20 Christian families from 
the Chakma people group decided to 
build a church to accommodate their 
growing congregation. “Now other 
people can see how we worship and 
pray, and they can follow,” said a 
believer named Rashir. “We want it 
to be a symbol that there are 
Christians in the village.” 

While some Christians in 
Bangladesh worship in unregistered 
churches, many meet publicly. 
“Having a physical building gives you 
a form of  legitimacy and 
permanence in the community,” a 
front-line worker said. “Building a 
church can either intensify 
persecution by painting a target on 
the believers or pacify the community 
and signal the rights of  the believers 
to gather and worship.” 

When the Chakma Christians 
began building their new church, a 
group of  mostly-Buddhist insurgents 
known as the Underground Army 
broke windows in the new building 
and threatened to torture or kill 
Christian men. The men fled into the 
jungle and remained there for nearly 
seven weeks. 

While the men were in the 
jungle, the women and children hid 
in a single home. The insurgents 
eventually found the women and beat 
them with canes before looting the 
Christians’ empty homes and stealing 
their crops and livestock. The 
Underground Army also threatened 
to kidnap the children, who have not  

Buddhist insurgents destroyed this church building 
before it could be completed.  

been able to attend school since the 
attack. 

Many of  the Christian families 
remain firm in their faith despite the 
persecution. “Even if  they destroy 
our building, we will still worship 
together under a tree,” Rashir said. 

“When persecution comes, our 
faith becomes more and more strong. 
The Bible says persecution comes, if  
persecution doesn’t come, it means 
the Bible isn’t true.” 

The Holy Spirit
The word “spirit” has come to 

mean something pale and shapeless, 
like an unmade bed. School spirit, 
the American spirit, the Christmas 
spirit, the spirit of  ‘76, the Holy 
Spirit — each of  these points to 
something you know is supposed to 
get you to your feet cheering but 
which you somehow can’t rise to. 
The adjective “spiritual” has become 
downright offensive. If  somebody 
recommends a person as spiritual you 
tend to avoid him, and usually with 
good reason. “Inspiring” is even 
worse. “Inspirational” is worse still. 
Inspirational books are invariably for 
the birds. 

Like its counterparts in Hebrew 
and Greek, the Latin word “spiritus” 
originally meant “breath” (as in 
expire, respiratory, etc.), and breath is 

what you have when you’re alive and 
don’t have when you’re dead. Thus 
spirit = breath = life, the aliveness 
and power of  your life, and to speak 
of  a man’s spirit (or soul) is to speak 
of  the power of  life that is in him. 
When the spirit of  a man is unusually 
strong, the life in him unusually alive, 
he can breathe it out into other lives, 
become literally in-spiring. 

Spirit is highly contagious. When 
a man is very excited, very happy, 
very sad, you can catch it from him 
as easily as measles or a yawn. You 
can catch it from what he says or 
from what he does or just from what 
happens to the air of  a room when 
he enters it without saying or doing 
anything. Groups of  men also have a 
spirit, as anybody can testify who has 
ever been caught up in the spirit of  a 
football game, a political rally, or a 
lynch mob. Spirit can be good or 
bad, healing or destructive. Spirit can 
be transmitted across great distances 
of  time and space. For better or 
worse, you can catch the spirit of  
men long dead (Socrates or the 
Marquis de Sade), of  men whose 
faces you have never seen and whose 
languages you cannot speak. 

God also has a spirit — is Spirit, 
say the Apostle John (4:24). Thus 
God is the power of  the power of  life 
itself, has breathed and continues to 
breathe himself  into his creation. In-
spires it. The spirit of  God, Holy 
Spirit, Holy Ghost, is highly 
contagious. When Peter and his 
friends were caught up in it at 
Jerusalem on Pentecost, everybody 
thought they were drunk even though 
the sun wasn’t yet over the yardarm 
(Acts 2). They were. 

Published in Wishful Thinking:  A 
Theological ABC, by Frederick 
Buechner
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Baptism Letter from a 
Father

Today, my little one, you are to 
be baptized. You won’t remember it, 
and you certainly won’t understand 
my words or the significance of  this 
event for a long time. And that’s OK, 
because what we celebrate today is a 
mystery beyond the full comprehen-
sion of  you or me or even the 
greatest theologian — it is the 
mystery of  God’s grace. No one can 
fully understand why God extends his 
love to us, except that God is love. 
And no one can fully comprehend 
the paradox of  God’s sovereignty and 
our human responsibility. It is hard to 
understand the how and why of  God 
choosing us and us responding to his 
gift of  himself. Maybe that’s why the 
sacrament of  baptism itself  has 
divided even believers. 

But let me tell you something 
about mysteries. They’re not all bad. 
First, they sometimes help people, 
like your dad, work a little harder to 
know God and his ways. Second, and 
more importantly, they help us 
understand that we have a God who 
is too big for us to contain in our 
mind. If  we are humble enough to 
admit this, we may realize that we 
don’t even want a God we can fully 
comprehend. That kind of  God 
would be too small to do us very 
much good at all. Finally, even 
though God doesn’t give us all the 
answers we might want, he does give 
us the answers that we need — the 
truths that we can trust in and base 
every decision in our lives on. 

So, dear child, let me tell you 
what I do know is true. First, I know 
that baptism is about grace, and 
because it’s about grace, it’s not 
about what we do, but about what 
God does. That’s why all we can do is 

use a symbol, water, to show what 
God does unseen in us — He washes 
away our sin and unites us with 
Christ, both in his death and 
resurrection. 

The fact that you, as an infant, 
obviously don’t understand this and 
can’t do anything about it for 
yourself  only further illustrates that 
it’s God’s work and not ours. 

Your baptism today signifies 
God’s claim on you as his own — a 
child of  his covenant of  grace. The 
apostle Paul even says you are holy. 
This means you are separate and 
special, but what does this mean for 
you on a practical level? It means 
that whether you want it or not, you 

will be involved in a dynamic 
relationship with God. If  you obey 
and submit to God’s rule in your life, 
you will experience the blessings that 
come from that obedience, but if  you 
rebel and seek your own way, you will 
experience the discipline and even 
the pain that comes from struggling 
with God. Whatever happens, you 
can be sure that God will be 
persistent in calling you to confirm 
and claim for yourself  the promises 
he makes to you. Not that this is 
anything new. God’s chosen people 
have struggled with him from ancient 
times until the present. 

And that brings me to the second 
thing I know to be true. Again, 
whether you want it or not, you are 
part of  a family of  believers — a 
spiritual family that extends all the 
way back to those first men and 

women of  faith we read about in the 
Old Testament, and that comes to 
you in the form of  this church 
community and in particular your 
biological family. You come from a 
family that can’t even remember our 
first ancestors who came to saving 
faith in Jesus. This doesn’t have much 
significance in itself, except that it 
shows that past generations have 
been faithful in passing down a living 
faith that has survived every trouble 
and hardship that has come our way. 

For whatever reason, God 
chooses to allow and even desires to 
participate in this work in this world. 
So, if  we are faithful, we, your living 
family, will love you, teach you, 
discipline you, and most of  all pray 
for you, so that we can show you not 
just a tradition or a nice way to live, 
but a life of  active faith that fully 
follows the sacrificial life of  Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

And so, precious baby, this 
morning we dedicate you and our 
best efforts to raise you to our God, 
but these promises are only a 
response — a response to what God 
has already done in the past, is doing 
now, and promises to do in the future. 
Your mother and I, of  course, have 
hopes and dreams of  a long and 
happy life for you, but it’s more 
important that God himself  has 
hopes and dreams for you a life that 
is abundant and fruitful, no matter 
how long or short it may be. 

When Jesus was on earth, he 
blessed the little children. Today I ask 
that the same Jesus bless you and 
keep you, that he will make his face 
shine upon you, and that he will give 
you his peace — forever and ever. 
Amen. 

With love and affection, Dad 
Curt Ter Haar
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Minute For Mission:   
Presbyterian Heritage 
Sunday and Pentecost 
Offering:  May 22, 
2022

We Presbyterians have a long, 
interesting heritage in this country. 

Presbyterianism, in a wide sense, 
is the system of  church government 
by representative assemblies called 
presbyteries, in opposition to 
government by bishops (episcopal 
system), or by congregations 
(congregationalism).  

An interesting piece of  history is 
that more Presbyterians worked on 
our United States Constitution than 
those of  any other faith! There were 
12 Presbyterian signers, including 
John Witherspoon, the only 
clergyman to sign the Declaration.  

Much of  our American 
government is based on Presbyterian 
government. Reformed views of  
God’s sovereignty and of  human 
sinfulness moved our new nation 
toward checks and balances and 
separation of  powers.  

French lawyer and theolog-
ian John Calvin (1509-1564), is 
considered the leading founder of  
Presbyterianism.  His writings 
crystallized much of  the Reformed 
thinking that came before him.  

The most important standards 
of  Presbyterianism are 
the Westminster Confession of  
Faith and Catechisms of  1647. The 
chief  features are: 

• Presbyterian church 
government,  

• Calvinistic theology, and 
• the absence of  prescribed 

forms of  worship.  
In 1788, the first synod met in 

Philadelphia to form the General 
Assembly of  the Presbyterian Church 

in the United States of  America 
(PCUSA). Since that time, there have 
been a number of  Presbyterian 
churches, including a split over 
slavery, government and the 
educational requirements of  the 
ministry which led to the North 
remaining PCUSA and the southern 
church becoming the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (PCUS.) 
These two branches finally became 
one again, in 1983, forming the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).   

Other Presbyterian churches 
include:  the Presbyterian Church in 
America, the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church, the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. 

We Presbyterians have always 
taken seriously our call to “Let justice 
roll down like waters…” Amos 5:24. 
We have discussed, prayed about and 
taken action on such issues as human 
rights, poverty, women’s rights and 
education. This leads us right in to 

today’s special offering — 
the Pentecost Offering: 
This offering, which 
began in 1998, focuses on 
programs to support 
young people. We 
celebrate the gift of  the 
Holy Spirit and the 
birthday of  the Church 
by giving to nurture the 
faith of  those who are our 

church to come. In Jeremiah 29:11, 
we learn, “I know the plans I have for 
you, says the Lord…to give you a 
future with hope.” Despite the many 
problems our world is experiencing, 
God’s plans for us are peace, 
abundance and hopefulness. This 
support involves using 40% of  the 
Pentecost offering for local initiatives, 
and the rest goes to help fund Young 
Adult Volunteers, youth ministries 
and child advocacy efforts wherever 
there is a need. 

Please give freely and generously 
in thankfulness for the Holy Spirit 
that God has sent to rest within each 
one of  us. 

Let us pray: 
God of  hopeful futures, make 

your plans in us. May they be beyond 
our imagining so that our children, 
youth and young adults may see your 
kin-dom come and your will done. 
Amen. 

Kathy Pearson for Mission & 
Stewardship Committee 
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United Churches of 
Galena Food Pantry 
Golf Outing — July 26, 
2022

The United Churches of  Galena 
Food Pantry will sponsor the 2nd 
Annual golf  outing at the Eagle 
Ridge South Course on Tuesday, July 
26, starting at 10 a.m. This event is 
an 18-hole four-person scramble, 
individual and team prizes, lunch, 
silent auction, with the main 
objective to have fun.  

There are several ways you can 
support this worthy cause; as a player, 

a donor (individual/business), or as a 
volunteer on the day of  the golf  
outing. 

Registration and payment along 
with details can be found online at 
the Galena Food Pantry website 
galenafoodpantry.org.  

You can also pick up forms at 
any Eagle Ridge Golf  Courses 
(North, South, General or East), or 
stop by the Galena Food Pantry, 219 
Summit St., between Noon-5 p.m., 
June 9, June 23, and July 14, 2022.  

Your support will assist with the 
Galena Food Pantry’s mission “to 

provide cost-free food for the hungry, 
while treating all people with dignity, 
respect, and turning no one away.” 

If  you have any questions, please 
call 815-656-0789.
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