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F i r s t  Presbyter ian News
Pastor’s Column 

What is Epiphany about?

I always think that “The Twelve 
Days of  Christmas” is one of  the 
most annoying of  all Christmas-
related songs. It’s as if  the singer is 
intentionally ignoring his/her true 
love’s actual needs and wishes by 
dumping a load of  extravagant, 
unnecessary and probably unwanted 
gifts on them.  

That thought aside, did you ever 
wonder why there are 12 days of  
Christmas in the first place? That’s 
the traditional length of  time 
between the birth of  Jesus and the 
arrival of  the wise men. Their arrival 
is remembered as the day of  
Epiphany.  

Here’s how Anne Le Bas 
describes that religious holiday:  
“Epiphany literally means ‘shining 
forth.’ It marks the moment when the 
light of  Christ was revealed not just 
to Jews — Joseph, Mary, the 
shepherds — but to people from 
other nations — people who 
worshipped other gods in other ways 
— outsiders. The arrival of  the wise 
men proclaimed that this child was 
not just relevant to his own culture 
and people, but to everyone. He is 
the light of  the world — not just of  
one country.”  

Imagine what the arrival of  the 
magi must have looked like:  A group 
of  foreigners all decked out in their 
finest clothes and bearing gifts to 

honor the new-born king only to 
discover that no one in Jerusalem had 
any clue what they were talking 
about.  

The only local person who paid 
them any attention was the reigning 
king who would eventually prove that 
his interest was only intended to 
wheedle information from the wise 
men, so he could destroy any 
potential claimant to the throne 
before his rival could amass any 
followers. Even the scribes who 
pointed the wise men to Bethlehem 
couldn’t be bothered to go along with 
them to check their story out.  

Apparently those scribes were so 
sure they knew how God acts that 
they missed their opportunity to greet 
him when he arrived. How easy it is 
for us to fall into the same trap. We 
can sometimes be so sure that God is 
on our side that we miss the signs that 
God is moving in surprising ways in 
our own time. 

As that same author says, “The 
message of  Epiphany, though, is that 
God might just come among us in 
ways we haven’t thought of  yet — 
personally, as a church, as a nation. 
He might come among us in new 
guises — ones that might seem 
strange to us — and if  we don’t keep 
our minds open we might just miss 
him.” Let’s be sure that won’t be the 
case for any of  us in 2023. 
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News of the Family
The Fall edition of  the Historical 

Museum’s newsletter listed Gregg & 
Emily Painter, Diane Paxton and 
Ron & Kathy Pearson among the 
donors to to the museum. Ron & 
Kathy also appeared in a Gazette 
photo taken during a Galena Cellars 
Nouveau lunch.  

Darlene Farrey had another 
letter to the editor published 
concerning the Parker development.  

A different letter to the editor 
thanked individuals and groups for 
helping the kindergarten classes learn 
about our community, mentioning 
Rachel Lenstra.  

Jerry Howard, commander of  
the local American-Legion post, 
appeared in a number of  Gazette 
photos — giving certificates of  
appreciation to the First Community 
Bank, the Galena Downtown 
Business Association and East 

Dubuque Fertilizer as well as one 
honoring Big Bill’s restaurant for its 
Veteran’s Day display remembering 
Prisoners of  War.  

Aurora O’Neill was shown in a 
Gazette photo of  Galena Middle 
School actors preparing for a 
performance of  “Rudolph, the Red-
Nosed Reindeer.”  

Santa & Mrs. Claus appeared in 
a Gazette photo, looking surprisingly 
like Ruth and Rob Montgomery. 
Coincidence?  

The “From the Pages of  the 
Galena Gazette” column noted that 
10 years ago (reported in the 
December 5, 2012 issue) the United 
Churches of  Galena Christmas 
Concert raised more than $13,000 
for the Food Pantry.  

Late Arriving Thank 
you Letter
Dear Pastor McCrea: 

On behalf  of  President Jeffrey 
Bullock, the Trustees, faculty/staff, 
and students at the University of  
Dubuque Theological Seminary, I 
extend our gratitude to you for your 
generous gift of  $550.00 received on 
December 6, 2022. We appreciate 
this donation from First Presbyterian 
Church of  Galena made through the 
Presbytery of  Blackhawk. 

We are thankful for your support 
and we express our gratitude to you 
for your gift. Your contribution is a 
blessing to our seminary students, 
helping them maintain their 
academic progress while easing the 
financial pressures associated with the 
cost of  education. Your kindness is 
greatly appreciated by our students. 

Thank you, 
Scott Rima 
Development Officer 
University of  Dubuque 

Theological Seminary

Upcoming Events in January
New Year’s Day 

2023 begins at 12:01 a.m. on January 1.  

CARP Luncheon 
The Christian Association of  Retired Persons will hold their monthly luncheon 

at the DeSoto House Hotel on Wednesday, January 4 at noon. If  you would like to 
attend, please call Nancy Campbell in advance, so she may tell the SeSoto House the 
number of  people who plan to eat with the group that day.  

Pub Theology meets at ARC 
As we start to turn back to our pre-pandemic ways, the Pub Theology group 

would like to hold an in-person meeting on the first Wednesday of  every month. 
Thanks to the graciousness of  the Arts And Recreation Center, we will meet in one 
of  their public rooms in the basement from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Wednesday January 4.  

Epiphany 
Epiphany is always celebrated on January 6, which is a Friday in 2023. As noted 

on the first page, that is a commemoration of  the wise men’s visit to the baby Jesus.  

Sunday, January 29 
January 29 will feature two special events. As a Fifth Sunday, we will share a 

video sermon with our Three Church partners. It will be a play about Ruth and 
Naomi, written by the pastor of  First Pres. Due to continuing concerns about Covid, 
the three congregations will meet separately in the own buildings, but share the same 
video sermon. Our particular service will be followed by our Annual Congregational 
Meeting. If  you have an annual report to write, please turn it in by January 15. 

January Lectionary
1/1:	 Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
	 Psalm 8 
	 Revelation 21:1-6a 
	 Matthew 25:31-46 
1/8:	 Jeremiah 31:7-14 
	 Psalm 147:12-20 
	 Ephesians 1:3-14 
	 John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
1/15:	 Isaiah 42:1-9 
	 Psalm 29 
	 Acts 10:34-43 
	 Matthew 3:13-17 
1/22:	 Isaiah 49:1-7 
	 Psalm 40:1-11 
	 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
	 John 1:29-42 
1/29:	 Isaiah 9:1-4 
	 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
	 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
	 Matthew 4:12-23 
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Thank you Letters
As you gather around your 

Thanksgiving table, know that your 
compassion has created safe homes 
with food on the table for countless 
families in need. Thanks for all you 
do. 

With gratitude, 
Your friends at CWS 

* * * * * * 
To all of  our gracious donors, 
We would like to take a moment 

to express our sincere thanks for ALL 
of  your generous and amazing 
donations. Your support has lessened 
some of  the stresses that our family is 
facing during this difficult and trying 
time in our lives. We are forever 
grateful for your kindness! 

With many thanks and 
appreciation, 

Brandon, Ashley, Kaylee, & 
Kennedy Hartzell 

* * * * * * 
Dear Partner in God's mission, 

On November 20th (Reign of  
Christ Sunday) marks the end of  
Ordinary Time and serves as a 
prologue to the festivities of  Advent. 
We celebrate Christ’s role as Lord of  
all. How we think and experience 
Christ for ourselves is important as 
we show our gratitude for all His 
gifts. 

As we embark upon this season 
of  Thanksgiving, we too give thanks 
because of  your sharing in the gospel. 
On behalf  of  Presbyterian Mission, 
please allow me to express our 
appreciation to you, your pastor, 
session and congregation for your 
gracious and faithful support during 
October. Please see the attached 
sheet detailing the gifts we received in 
October. 

As the Advent and Christmas 
season approaches, now is a good 

time to ensure you have your 
Christmas Joy Offering materials. 
This Offering provides critical 
financial assistance to current and 
retired church workers in their time 
of  need and educate and forms 
Christian leaders at Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges 
equipping communities of  color. To 
order resources directly or to check 
your congregation’s standing order, 
please call Presbyterian Distribution 
Services at (800) 524-2612 or email 
them at pds@pcusa.org. 

Please contact me if  can be of  
assistance. I hope you have a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Chris Roseland 
Mission Engagement Advisor 
Office of  Mission Engagement 

and Support 
On October 05, 2022, we received 

$570.00 for 102 Shared Mission Support; 
on October 05, 2022, we received $500.00 
for PC999999 Pentecost Offering. 

* * * * * * 
Ashley and I would like to thank 

everyone who has donated to the 
GoFundMe that my sister set up, 
have mailed or dropped off  cards 
and meals, sent well wishes & 
prayers, and offered assistance in any 
way during this trying time. Your 
kindness and generosity means the 
world to us. We really do have the 
some of  the best friends, family, and 
even complete strangers that anyone 
could ask for. So with that being said, 
we THANK YOU from the bottom 
of  our hearts and truly appreciate 
each and every one of  you.   

Vickie Travis 
* * * * * * 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
Thank you for your recent gift of  

$3,090.00 through the Presbyterian 

Giving Catalog. Your congregation's 
generosity is changing lives in the 
name of  Jesus Christ. 

God's reign is extended when 
hunger is alleviated, disadvantaged 
children are educated, young people 
grow in their faith, communities are 
safe, and clean water is plentiful. All 
gifts in the Giving Catalog help us 
move closer to God’s vision for our 
world. The needs are great, but every 
single gift makes a difference. Indeed, 
small gifts make a big impact! 

We have enclosed a beautiful, 
fair-trade, handcrafted ornament, a 
token of  our thanks. To share your 
joy of  giving with others in your 
congregation, simply visit 
honorcards.pcusa.org where you will 
be able to personalize and send an e-
card, including having it sent on any 
day you choose. Prefer a paper card? 
The option to print or order cards is 
also available through the provided 
link. 

We are heartened by the 
excitement the Presbyterian Giving 
Catalog is generating across the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Thank 
you for being part of  this effort, 
which is inviting even more people to 
participate in our Church’s witness to 
the world. You can help grow this 
movement by encouraging your 
members and others to visit the 
Giving Catalog's website — 
presbyteriangifts.org. 

Again, we extend our gratitude 
to you for your gift to enable all 
people to know God’s life-giving 
welcome in Jesus Christ. You are a 
deeply valued partner in mission. 
Grateful for our service and ministry 
together, 

William McConnell 
Interim Director, Presbyterian 

Giving Catalog
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Dear Friends: 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer - Romans 
12:12 

Thank you for your generous 
contribution, which we appreciate 
more than ever in these challenging 
times. 

Your compassionate support is 
helping impoverished communities 
develop clean, reliable water sources. 
Working with farmers to continue to 
put food on their tables, even in the 
face of  uncertainty. And providing 
food, water, shelter and other 
necessities to families struggling to 
rebuild their lives and livelihoods in 
times of  crisis. 

I have seen the resilience and 
resolve of  the people and 
communities we assist. And I have 
been deeply moved by the generosity 
of  people like you, who give hope 
and opportunity to people in need, 
here in the U.S. and around the 
world. 

May God bless you for your 
kindness, 

Rick Santod, President and 
CEO Church World Service 

Date of  Gift: November 9, 2022 
Amount:  $138.00 
Purpose: CWS Kit Processing & 

Shipping 

Voice of the Martyrs:  
Persecuted Church 
Afghanistan, The 
Christians Who 
Stayed

Abdullah:  He Chose to Stay 
In Afghan culture, neighbors are 

referred to as those who “share our 
shade,” an expression that may 
originate from people sharing the 
shade of  the same tree. So when 

Afghans move, they 
talk of  “changing 
their shade.” 

Since the 
Taliban took 
control of  the 
country last 
August, Abdullah, 
an Afghan believer, 
has had to “change 
his shade” three 
times. Abdullah 
was led to faith by 
a Christian relative, 
someone known in 
the community as having left Islam to 
follow Jesus. Not long after the 
Taliban takeover, Abdullah’s 
neighbors warned him that Taliban 
fighters had come to his house 
looking for his Christian relative. 
Abdullah and his family left that 
same day to find “new shade” in a 
place where they were not well 
known. 

But even in that new place, 
people soon began to ask questions. 
“Why don't we see you at the mosque 
on Fridays?” they asked. “You missed 
the weekly prayers again.”  

Before last August, such quest-
ions were just mildly bothersome 
intrusions by nosy neighbors, but 
now these questions carry the weight 
of  armed Taliban fighters and the 
Afghan national government. The 
Taliban wants every Afghan to follow 
its strict form of  Sunni Islam; in their 
eyes, anyone who fails to attend 
mosque is either a traitor or an 
infidel. Both, they believe, should be 
punished. 

With the Taliban in power, 
anyone from a local mosque leader to 
a commander in the national security 
police may be a member of  the 
Taliban’s network. Believers 

discovered by the Taliban have been 
beaten and imprisoned. So if  an 
official calls a Christian to a 
“meeting,” the believer must decide 
whether to attend the meeting, try to 
stall or immediately flee the country. 
When Abdullah’s new neighbors 
began asking questions, he and his 
family moved again, forcing him to 
close his business and abandon his 
livelihood amid an economy in utter 
ruin. But he hasn’t stopped serving 
Christ. He stays in regular contact 
with new Afghan believers, traveling 
to pray with them, encourage them 
and study God’s Word with them. 

In a recent message to a 
Christian outside Afghanistan, 
Abdullah referenced Romans 8, 
agreeing with Paul that “the 
sufferings of  this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us” (v. 18). 
Abdullah knows that he and other 
Afghan Christians who decided to 
remain in the country are “more 
than conquerors through him who 
loved us” (v. 37) and that nothing — 
not even Taliban fighters with 
AK-47s and rocket-propelled 
grenades — will be able to separate 
them from the love of  God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord (v. 39).
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Seventh Mark of a 
Vital Congregation 

Ecclesial Health us. unhealthy 
dysfunction; toxic environments, 
obsolete and irrelevant buildings 

Ecclesial health is about: 1) Why 
we gather as a church community 2) 
How we practice being church 
together.  

It is about whether our mission, 
vision, and values match up with the 
ways we live together. It requires 
continual attentiveness, awareness, 
and assessment in asking “are we 
who we say we are?” And more 
importantly, “are we who God is 
calling us to be?”  

Prayer and discernment are at 
the heart of  ecclesial health! There 
are several factors to ecclesial health: 
prayerful discernment, decision-
making process, health of  pastors, 
stewardship of  budget and resources, 
clarity in mission and ministries.  

Ecclesial health is about the 
people of  God having a clear 
purpose, all people are stake-holders 
invested in being a part of  this 
community of  faith. There are 
shared core values, a clear mission, 
and commitment and loyalty to the 
life we gather in as church. Yet, they 
also know that this is a living faith. 
So, they dare to dream and 
understand that change is inevitable.  

With ecclesial health, there is joy 
and gratitude in coming together; 
people, not programs or properties 
are valued. People gather and are 
sent to be Christ’s  Church. 
A. Biblical References: 

II Corinthians 5:11-21; Matthew 
15:1-9, 1 Corinthians 12:14, 24b-25, 
Romans 6:1-14, Luke 24:13-35; John 
2:13-25; John 17; Colossians 2:1-19; 
1 Timothy 6:11-21 
B. Objectives:   

• A communal life centered on 
prayer and discernment of  God’s 
will 

• Clarity in Vision, Mission, Core 
Values; budget reflects these core 
principles 

• Continual attentiveness, awareness 
and assessment to mission and 
practices of  being church 

• Pastor(s) and staff  are regularly 
evaluated using best practices 

• Pastor(s) and staff, all servant 
leaders, are nurtured and 
supported in health, clear 
expectations 

• Stewardship and tithing are taught 
year-round; accountable giving in 
gratitude 

• Transparent in spending; continual 
discernment of  budget 
sustainability 

• All are stakeholders, committed to 
fiscal responsibilities, active 
participation, and necessary voices 
in envisioning, dreaming, and 
decision-making 

C. Potential Outcomes: 
• Congregations practice a living 

faith, ever-changing, where prayer 
is central to existence 

• People are the church sharing core 
values, mission, vision 

• Authentic joy, desire, commitment 
in being the church 

• There is a culture of  accountability 
and risk taking, openness to new 
things 

• Sustainable budget, tithing 
responsibility, stewardship center 
on generosity to being church 

• Pastor(s) and leaders are cared for, 
evaluated, and supported 

D. Reflection Questions: 
• How would you describe the 

ecclesial health of  your church? 
• Do you feel like your church 

centers life with prayer at the heart 
of  all things? 

• What is the mission of  your 
church? Who wrote it? 

• How does your church live into its 
mission? How does your budget 
reflect your mission? 

• What are the core values and vision 
of  your church? Does everyone 
know and share them? 

• Does your congregation do well to 
embrace change? 

• When was the last time a dream led 
to incredible new vision and 
ministry in your church? 

• Are people stakeholders in being a 
part of  your church? Do they feel 
committed to values and mission? 
Do they feel they are necessary in 
dreaming, envisioning, decision-
making process? 

• What are the policies for pastor(s) 
and staff  in your church? How are 
they evaluated? Supported? 

• How does your church teach 
stewardship and tithing? 

• Who makes decisions in your 
church? Are they transparent? Do 
all get buy-in; all opinions heard? 

• Is your budget sustainable? How is 
it assessed? 

• Who determines spending? 
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The Rivalry
In a town much like this one, 

there lived two men who had known 
each other since childhood. And 
since childhood, there had been 
constant rivalry between them. 
Whenever they saw one another, they 
would bring up some long-ago insult 
of  pick on a small infraction. Martin 
would complain that Charles’ car was 
parked too close to his driveway, 
Charles would gripe that the leaves 
from Martin’s tree fell in his yard. 

Elizabeth and Grace, the wives 
of  these men, were close friends and 
they longed for their feuding to stop. 
The new year was coming. The two 
families always celebrated New Year’s 
Eve together but they never really 
enjoyed it much. It was just an 
opportunity for escalating conflict. 
This habit of  hostility just had to be 
broken. 

Elizabeth and Grace decided to 
take their problem to the minister of  
their church. He was getting on in 
years, but he was much respected as a 
man of  God and a person grown 
wise with his years.  

For a full hour, they poured out 
their hearts to Pastor Vega. He 
listened patiently. And when they 
were through with their complaints, 
he rose without a word and walked 
down the street to their neighbor-
hood to visit with the two contentious 
men. 

He pulled them aside, “I want 
you to enter a competition with me 
on New Year’s Eve,” he said. “It will 
provide entertainment for the whole 
neighborhood. This is the plan. You 
see that old empty barn on the Kelly 
property? We will divide the barn 
into three equal parts and we will see 
which of  us can fill our part the 
fullest, using anything we like. If  

either of  you win, you can take all 
the fruit and vegetables that I will 
grow in my garden next summer. If  I 
win, you must promise never to argue 
again and to learn to be friends.” 

Martin and Charles could almost 
taste the delicious tomatoes that 
Pastor Vega grew in his garden. They 
were convinced that the contest 
would be a slam dunk against the 
frail old minister, and they each 
thought they could beat the other, so 
they readily agreed. 

At dawn of  the day before New 
Year’s Eve, Martin and Charles 
began rushing around the neighbor-
hood collecting anything they could 
to fill their parts of  the barn — bales 
of  hay, old buckets, car parts, sacks of  
potatoes, children’s toys, even a child 
or two. Anything they could carry. 
And Pastor Vega was nowhere to be 
seen. 

At lunch time, Charles and 
Martin were still busily trying to fill 
their parts of  the barn, and Pastor 
Vega was nowhere to be seen. 

As the sun began to set, Martin 
and Charles had both filled their 
parts of  the barn almost to the roof. 
But Pastor Vega’s part was still 
completely empty. 

By this time, the whole 
neighborhood had gathered around 
the barn, delighting in the spectacle 
of  the two crazed men carrying piles 

of  goods and wheeling wheelbarrows 
full of  junk and depositing it all in the 
barn. Clambering up the mountains 
of  stuff  to put one more pillow, one 
more trash barrel, one more toilet 
seat on top of  the pile. 

Finally, as the darkness fell, 
Pastor Vega hobbled down the street 
from his church. The crowd parted as 
he walked into his part of  the barn. 
Martin and Charles stood with their 
arms folded in front of  their sections 
piled high with stuff  — each sure he 
had outdone the other. 

Everybody watched as Pastor 
Vega slowly lowered himself  to his 
knees in his part of  the barn. Out of  
his pocket, he pulled a candle in a 
small brass stand. Then he recited 
this verse from the Gospel of  John.  

“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God …. What has 
come into being in him was life, and 
the life was the light of  all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it.”  

Then he struck a match and lit 
the candle. 

In the darkness of  that New 
Year’s Eve, its light filled the whole 
barn, shining right up into the rafters 
of  the roof. Shining through the 
empty spaces in Charles and Martin’s 
piles, shining on the ceilings of  their 
parts of  the barn, filling every nook 
and crevice of  that big drafty barn. A 
great cheer arose as everyone realized 
that Pastor Vega had won the 
competition. Martin and Charles 
stepped forward and, standing over 
the candle, shook hands. And from 
that day on, they were best of  friends. 

The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 

Judy Brain
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Letter from our 
missionary, Chenoa 
Stock:  On the Road 
with US Partners

Dear friends, 
“I’m going to be a Mission Co-

Worker when I grow up,” my son, 
Leandro, says into the lavalier 
microphone on his head. We were in 
between worship services at First 
Presbyterian Church, Stillwater (OK) 
and, by this fourth weekend of  
traveling with me to the East and 
now the Midwest, sharing stories 
about our partners and their 
ministries in Peru, he was very 
familiar with my role and what I did. 
With my trusty travel companion, 
this fall I embarked on my in-person 
Interpretation Assignment, knowing 
it would be different with a 4½-year-
old by my side, but also fulfilling and 
soul-enriching to be face-to-face with 
new and old partners in Christ 
during these months. 

Throughout our time in Ohio, 
North Carolina, Missouri, and 
Oklahoma (and more recently, after 
this newsletter was published, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania), I visited 
with congregations in a variety of  
meaningful spaces — sermons and 
Minutes for Mission, Adult Ed. 
classes, Presbyterian Women, meals, 
youth groups, and more. I enjoyed 
meeting in person with everyone 
while also bringing our Peruvian 
partners into the space through the 
sharing of  their country context, 
their ongoing ministries, and their 
personal joys and challenges. I was 
there to be the bridge of  partnership 
— connecting these US 
congregations to the realities of  our 
Peruvian partners, while also 
(hopefully) opening their eyes to the 
greater systemic issues around the 

world and those on which our 
partners’ ministries focus, such as 
environmental justice and health. 

After these months of  travels, I 
am filled with gratitude. I am grateful 
to be part of  this connectional 
ministry of  listening and 
accompaniment. I am grateful for the 
invitation of  US congregations who 
are eager to learn from our partners 
about systemic issues, while also 
thinking about their own ministries 
and actions they can take to address 
injustice and inequality locally. I am 
grateful for our Peruvian partners 
who faithfully demonstrate their 
conviction to walk with the 
marginalized, not only through their 
words but also their actions. 

During my travels, I have been 
sharing that PERUSA, the ministry 
with which I serve, is a program of  
the ecumenical Peruvian Joining 
Hands Network, RUM Peru. RUM 
Peru is part of  the greater global 
Joining Hands Program of  the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, where 
our global partners form country 
networks, like RUM Peru, of  
churches/denominations, grassroots 
groups, community groups, and non-
government organizations. These 
global networks, such as the ones 
with which I served in Sri Lanka and 
Bolivia, carry out advocacy 
campaigns that address issues of  
poverty and related injustices in their 
local communities, usually focused on 
water (contamination, access), food 
and land, trade, and environmental 
justice. Each network of  the Joining 
Hands Program seeks long-term 
sustainable change since these 
systemic issues are not resolved 
through one project or protest, nor 
are they isolated to one country. They 

are issues that interconnect us around 
the world.  

RUM Peru has been a long-time 
member of  the National Platform for 
Communities Affected by Heavy 
Metal Poisoning, which represents 
about 15 communities throughout 
Peru. This Platform led an effort to 
advocate for the first ever federal 
environmental health law. The law, 
which addresses the injustices faced 
by people living with contamination 
from mining and extractive industries 
and includes healthcare and 
environmental regulations and 
enforcement on the mining industry, 
was passed last year. Alongside our 
partners and the National Platform, 
we celebrated this victory proudly, 
while also continuing to advocate for 
the creation of  a commission, 
assigned to work on the 
implementation of  this law. We 
recently learned (in late October) that 
a presidential Supreme Decree was 
signed to create a commission, that 
would represent the diverse 
government ministries and agencies 
involved and be responsible for 
initiating the implementation work. 
There is still more work to be done, 
but this is a big step and another 
victory worth celebrating! 

Our Evangelical Church of  Peru 
(IEP) partners continue to grow their 
ministry of  theological leadership 
training. Those of  the Sicuani 
Seminary give thanks that they were 
able to complete the long-awaited 
renovation of  their classrooms, 
culminating with the inauguration on 
October 23, 2022. The seminary 
currently has 26 enrolled students —
a hopeful increase from these past 
pandemic years —and will be 
celebrating the graduation of  final 
year students in December. 
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We rejoice with our partners as 
they move forward with long-term 
goals, while also finding new rhythms 
within new routines of  their daily 
lives and ministries. 

Our family is also finding new 
rhythms. As many of  you know, due 
to different circumstances along the 
way, our family has lived in multiple 
homes throughout these years, while 
continuing to serve alongside our 
partners. Since July, we have been 
based in Cleveland, OH, as my 
husband found a job here. Given the 
many disruptions our family has 
experienced these past years, we have 
decided, in discussion with 
Presbyterian World Mission, that I 
will extend my term to serve remotely 
from Cleveland for the next year. 

I will continue to walk alongside 
our Peruvian partners as we discern 
our call as a connectional ministry, as 
we re-evaluate the PERUSA Program 
in a post-pandemic world, and as we 
listen more closely to God’s Spirit 
moving us to take meaningful actions 
to build global solidarity. 

As our partners’ ministries 
continue to follow their call, perhaps 
differently than a few years ago, I am 
grateful that I am able to continue to 
follow mine — of  being “a Mission 
Co-Worker when I grow up” – albeit 
a bit differently. Thank you for 
supporting and inviting me to 
connect and share that call wherever 
and with whomever it continues to 
lead me to serve. 

Peace, 
Chenoa 

A Belated Thank You
Our Church Life Committee donated 

some money to help Adair Wuthrich, a 
friend of  Nancy Campbell’s, with medical 
issues. She returned home from the hospital 

and wrote us a thank you. Sadly, that was 
found in her apartment when she died, 
which happened shortly after writing this:  
Dear Cup of  Cold Water:   

Thank you so much for the gift 
of  money, it was much appreciated.  

Hope to be better soon and out 
and about. Adair  

A Christmas letter for 
all of us

Some 70 years ago, as a newly 
married young woman, I began 
writing the annual Christmas cards. 
And in many cases, complete with 
very thorough notes. Stop and think 
for a moment just what that 
statement means. How many stories, 
how many people, how many lives? 
Indeed, how about a little history 
thrown in too? 

Over an period of  years, l’ve 
come to a rather momentous stage of  
my life. l turned 90 last February and 
was generously treated to a wonderful 
birthday party. Being with family was 
just wonderful, and not only my 
wonderful family, but there were also 
friends there. People I have known 
for a long time, to add to the joys of  
the day. In fact, I have one little 
anecdote, one person I must 
mention. in 1948, I met Carol 
Molter. The story has been told 
before, we met our senior year in 
high school and have remained 
friends throughout all of  these years. 
Our husbands were friends. Our 
children were friends. And now, after 
all these years, she lives but one hour 
away from me, and was at this party. 
That is extraordinary.  

The birthday party was the 
beginning of  the year, unfortunately 
it was not followed by equally 
pleasant news. So, this aging body of  
mine had to face some challenges. 

Resulting in, among other things, 
pneumonia, COVID, a big hole in 
my stomach, and trying to rehab. It 
has been a struggle. But my 
indomitable family has stuck by me, 
with their arms outstretched. There 
have also been wonderful support 
groups, including my home away 
from home at Sterling Estates. 

l do not want to dwell on poor 
health, that’s no fun. Rather I would 
like to focus on you, the people I’ve 
been writing to all these years. How 
much I’ve enjoyed it! And l hope, too, 
that you have derived some happiness 
out of  what l've put on paper over 
time. I think life has to be measured 
with some humor. You can’t live 
without love, and kindness. I 
remember so many acts of  kindness 
from all of  you. 

One thing that is important to 
me is my mind. I’ve been very 
fortunate in retaining most of  my 
ability. There is actually a lot more to 
learn, but, this old head is getting 
pretty full and I will admit to being a 
bit tired. 

I do want to tell you, l have a 
very firm belief  in God. I know how 
blessed I’ve been. So, before we get a 
bit on the maudlin side here, let me 
stop...and say Thank You. All these 
moments you either wrote me a note 
or read one of  mine. 

And let me tell you, my John has 
been gone now for 16 years on 
January 2nd. And I think he’s gotten 
away with a lot. I’ve let him go off  on 
his merry way. I haven’t been 
nagging him or anything! And now, 
you know…l’ve almost forgotten 
what his voice sounds like. I want to 
see him again someday. There are 
lots of  people I want to see again 
someday. But, I’m going to go out 
hunting for that guy. Doggonit! 
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One more time, let me say thank 
you. I’ve loved every moment of  our 
time together. And somehow or 
another, I think I’m going to see you 
again somewhere along the way. 
Meanwhile, here at the Estate, we 
have a monthly hymn sing along, led 
by our Chaplain Hal, a wonderful 
man. One hymn I wasn’t familiar 
with, but have come to really like, is 
something called “l'll Fly Away". I 
really, really like that concept, and 
the beautiful picture that presents in 
my mind. So, if  you don't mind, right 
now I think l’m going to just fly away.  

With fond memories 
Ann Mennenoh 

Blessings for the New 
Year

As we have been blessed in each 
year past, O God of  beginnings and 
of  endings, we trust in you as we 
begin this new year. Grant that we 
may have the vision to see the 
blessings in our joy, in our sorrow, in 
our triumphs, in our failures, in our 
struggles along the way. 

Grant that we may know your 
abiding presence in all that we do, all 
that we are, all that we see, all that we 
hear. Grant that we may know your 
love in every cell of  our beings, in 
every new life, in every death, in 
resurrection. 

Grant that we may share in our 
abundant blessings of  possessions, of  
faith, of  hope, of  opportunities to 
minister with love in your name. 

May all of  this be true in this 
new year, O God of  grace, for your 
glory from the power of  your love, 
for the joy of  real life, for all peoples 
according to your great mercy.	  

May we live in the life of  our 
true heavenly parent, who gave us life 
in the name of  Jesus, our brother, 
friend, example, and redeemer, in the 
power of  the Holy Spirit, our 
guardian and guide, our comfort and 
strength. Amen. 

Deborah McDurmond, alt.
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